
UPPER SCHOOL OVERVIEW
FIRST MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCE SCHOOL IN THE PHILIPPINES

The Multiple Intel l igence International School (MIIS) 

was founded in 1996.  It is the first educational 

institution in the Phil ippines that has based its 

approach on the multiple intel l igence framework of 

Harvard-based cognitive psychologist, Howard 

Gardner.  The MI approach, which is implemented in 

the United States and other countries, backed by 

recent research on how children learn, is truly 

responsive to the needs of the 21st century.  MIIS is a 

progressive international school that offers programs 

from PreK-12.  As a member of the Council of 

International Schools (CIS) we are committed to being 

a premiere international institution that embod ies the 

best practice and global trends in education.

“…at the MI International School in the Phil ippines, I saw 

impressive integration of MI ideas under a rubric of 

education for understand ing.” (Howard Gardner, 2006)

The Multiple Intel l igence International School Upper School 

Department offers programs from Grades 9 to 12. As the 

pioneering institution in the Phil ippines for mul tiple 

intel l igences, the programs and curriculum are sensitive to and 

supportive of students’ ind ividual d ifferences and the 

development of their multiple intel l igences, as students 

develop their interests and strengths to inform career choices. 

The MI Learning Community works together to develop and 

enhance the three MI Cornerstones: competence, character, and 

community. These enable students to use multiple intel l igences 

to do good work and develop as leaders who promote 

sustainable development. Through its educational practices, the 

school advocates intel l igence and leadership for al l, reaching al l 

students, teaching for understand ing, and performances of 

understand ing. The school is designed to offer progressive and 

real-world learning experiences to not only develop 

competence, but more importantly, a sense of purpose to 

empower and encourage students to use their intel l igences to 

make a d ifference in the l ives of others. Students are given the 

skil ls, mind-set, and character to be career and future-ready to 

lead in the 21st century. 

U P P E R
S C H O O L



SCHOOL PROGRAM & ELIGIBILITY

The Multiple Intel l igence International School is a PreK-12 school that offers programs in 

preschool (Todd lers, Nursery, Kindergarten1 & 2), Lower School (Grades 1-4), Midd le 

School (Grades 5-8) and Upper School (Grades 9-12).  The programs are in compl iance with 

both international standards and the Department of 

Education of the Phil ippines.

As an International School, students are coming in from 

d ifferent educational set-ups with d ifferent levels in the 

educational ladder of their country of origin.  Students 

wil l be admitted to a particular level based on the 

fol lowing: scholastic records, last level of school ing 

finished, age and assessment by the school.  A 

del iberation process wil l determine what level best 

matches the needs of the appl icant to ensure success.

We have designed our program to give students an edge through developing a love for 

learning and competence of skil ls.  Our strong educational practice is based on current 

research, standards of Developmental ly Appropriate Practice in the United States, and 

Howard Gardner's Theory of Multiple Intel l igence.

1. Developmental ly Appropriate Practice ensures that our curriculum is age-appropriate & 

ind ividual ly appropriate.

2. Children learn through hands-on exploration and interaction with the environment, children, 

teachers and materials that help a child move from concrete to the abstract understand ing of 

concepts.

3. The emphasis is teaching for understand ing through multiple intel l igence strategies and 

materials rather than trad itional rote learning and memorization.

4. The interd iscipl inary approach al lows children to see the relationship among the various 

d iscipl ines and subject areas in understand ing meaningful and functional concepts through 

common themes.

5. The abil ity to work on ind ividual goals and projects to apply knowledge in problem solving 

and creating useful products are developed.

st 6. International standards and 21 century skil ls are used as guides for curriculum.

CURRICULUM OVERVIEW



CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

The curriculum of the Upper School (Grades 9 -12) is focused on preparing students to be col lege and l ife-

ready in terms of content for knowledge and understand ing, skil ls for independent study habits, and the 

attitude for col lege culture read iness. While al igned with the Phil ippine Department Education standards 

for the enhanced K-12 program, the Upper School curriculum also meets international standards.

Engl ish Language Arts 

Mathematics

Science

Social Stud ies

Fil ipino

Entrepreneurship

Computer

Music

Art 

Physical Education

Health

Foreign Language

SPECIAL FEATURES OF THE UPPER SCHOOL DEPARTMENT

INTERNATIONAL STUDY TOURS
PROGRAMS FOR 

EXCELLENCE

SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP

PROGRAM

The MIIS Upper School students are 

encouraged to develop their strengths 

through extracurricular act ivit ies. 

Students are given the opportunity to 

select more extensive mentorship 

programs known as Programs for 

Excel lence (PEX). These require more 

time, rigor and commitment from student 

to push themselves to be more 

competitive and reflect excel lence in their 

s k i l l s .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e l a t i o n s  

Organization, a PEX, is open to students 

who have an interest in governance, 

pol itics, international relations and 

d iplomacy. One of their key international 

engagements is the Harvard Model 

Congress Asia, a global conference where 

international high school students around 

the world converge to d iscuss and work 

together to address chal lenges facing 

In l ine with the school ’s thrust for 

international ism, the school aims to provide 

opportunities for the students to understand 

oneself as a global citizen through cultural and 

service-learning international trips. Every level 

of Upper School is assigned a particular trip 

open to the students of that level.

Grade 9 - Taiwan/Korea

Grade 10 - Singapore

Grade 11- Japan

The MIIS Academic arm takes pride in 

being a pioneer in the Entrepreneurship 

program for Secondary Schools in the 

Phil ippines. The Entrepreneurship 

program has curricular and extra-

curricular hooks. Entrepreneurial  

concepts and skil ls, such as product 

making, business planning and finance 

and accounting are taught through the 

entrepreneurship curriculum. However 

the program also gives the students to 

apply concepts and skil ls across subject 

areas through interd iscipl inary initiatives. 

Students learn to create sustainable 

business endeavors that support various 

advocacies. MIIS has also partnered with 

the Junior Achievement Business Skil ls 

Pass (BSP) to train students in developing 

the essential components of a business 

plan& chal lenge students to start a 

business venture.



MIIS SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM

MIIS upholds that the Senior High School (Grades 11 and 12) are crucial years in preparing students to be 

both col lege- and work-ready. Since MIIS graduates are envisioned to be leaders who are smart, ethical, 

environmental, and global, the Senior High School (SHS) Curriculum is designed to reinforce student 

leadership in sustainable development.

The MIIS Upper School shal l offer the Senior High Program for Grades 11 and 12 starting SY 2016-2017 in 

pursuit of its vision and mission, and in compl iance to the Republ ic Act 10533, also known as the Enhanced 

Basic Education Act of 2013. 

1. General Academic Track (GAS);

2. Humanities and Social Sciences (HUMSS);

3. Accountancy, Business, and Management (ABM); and

4. Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM)



UPPER SCHOOLPROGRAM GOALS

We want students to:

Develop a positive self-concept and attitude toward  learning, self-control, and 

a sense of belonging;

Develop curiosity about the world, confidence as a learner, creativity  and 

imagination, and personal initiative;

Develop relationships of mutual  trust and respect with adults and peers, 

understand perspectives of other people, and negotiate and apply rules of 

group l iving;

Understand and respect social and cultural d iversity;

Know  about the community and social roles;

Use language to communicate effectively and to facil itate thinking and learning;

Become l iterate ind ividuals who gain satisfaction, as wel l as information, from 

read ing, and writing;

Manifest ideas and feel ings  through  a variety of med ia:  drama, dance and 

movement, music, art, and construction;

Think critical ly, reason, and solve problems;

Demonstrate an  understand ing of relationships among things, people, and 

events;

Acquire a knowledge of and appreciation for the fine arts, humanities, and 

sciences;

Develop an awareness of their bod ies and maintain a good level of health and 

fitness;

Acquire desirable values and character formation



THE MI LEARNING COMMUNITY

OUR CREATIVE ENVIRONMENT

Our bright, spacious facil ities feature air-cond itioned rooms that give the students access to numerous 

learning materials to engage the curious learner.  Special ized math manipulatives recommended by the 

National Council for Teachers of Math (NCTM) in the U.S. are used to facil itate the understand ing of math 

concepts. A print rich environment and a wide col lection of children's l iterature help children develop 

decod ing skil ls and a love for read ing. Plants and animals are part of the learning environment to 

stimulate questions among children.  An outdoor space and playground al low children to develop not 

only their bod ies, but also their social skil ls.  Special ized laboratories in music, art, science and computer 

are equipped with special ized materials and facil ities to ensure meaningful learning.  Al l the classrooms 

are equipped with aud io-visual equipment to al low teachers to maximize the use of technology as a 

teaching support tool in the classrooms.

OUR TEACHERS

Our teachers practice a curriculum of caring as they develop positive self-esteem and self-control through respect 

and gentle guidance. Teachers are mentors that serve as content experts, and at the same time, encourage 

students to reflect excel lence in al l that they do. They create a classroom environment that al lows the students to 

develop hol istical ly and are committed to supporting student needs. They coach their students and serve as their 

guide in find ing their purpose and passion.  Teachers implement strong educational practice based on research and 

are kept abreast with current trends through our continuous Teacher Training Programs and Professional Learning 

Communities.

LINKAGES WITH INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

International Standards  The school recognizes the importance of strong curricular practice based on 

research.  In l ine with this the school ad heres to educational standards set by other international 

organizations that complement the philosophy, vision and curriculum of the school.  Such organizations 

the MI is a member of  are the fol lowing:

1. CIS (Council of International Schools)

2. NAEYC (National Association for the Education of Young Children, USA) for 

         Developmental ly Appropriate Practice

3. Coal ition of Essential Schools

4. ASCD  (Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, USA)

5. NAESP (National Association of Elementary Schools Principals, USA)

6. AERA (American Educational Research Association, USA)

7. MI Schools Network
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